
A Day in Reception
at Aldersbrook Primary School



Arriving at School

• When I arrive at school I go straight into the classroom by 

myself.

• An adult will be at the red gate to pass on messages. 



Soft Start 8.30am Register 8.50a.m.

• It is important to arrive on 

time so that I am marked 

into the Register and the 

Dinner Register.

• If you are late please 

report to the school office 

first.



Letters & Sounds – 20 mins

• The independent review of early reading 

conducted by Jim Rose confirmed that ‘high 

quality phonic work’ should be the prime 

means for teaching children how to read and 

spell words. The review also highlighted the 

importance of developing from the earliest 

stages children’s speaking and listening skills, 

ensuring that beginner readers are ready to 

get off to a good start in phonic work by the 

age of five. Such work should be set within a 

broad and rich language curriculum.

• Letters and Sounds is a high quality phonics 

resource which encapsulates the reading review 

recommendations, meets our published core 

criteria which define a high quality phonics 

programme, and takes account of the best 

practice seen in our most successful early years 

settings and schools. (DfES, 2007)

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publi
cations/letters-and-sounds
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Child Initiated Activity

• Children learn from their 

interactions with people 

and their environment.

• The classroom in and out 

is carefully prepared by 

the team to support this 

type of learning. 



Montessori 

philosophy
Our Montessori philosophy is based 

on a deep understanding of the 

way children learn, through 

‘choosing, trying and doing.’ We 

have recently  been re-accredited by 

the MEAB for our quality 

provision. In our recent Ofsted 

report it was noted that “the wide 

range of activities, especially in the 

outdoor area, are carefully selected 

to cover all areas of learning. They 

provide many opportunities for 

children to practise and apply their 

literacy and numeracy skills.” 



Adult Led Activity

• It is important to get a balance between child initiated activity and adult led. 

• Children are given opportunities to do more focused work in Literacy and Maths 

and to work one to one with the teacher.



Playtime

• We join the rest of the Infant School for an afternoon 

break from 2.00p.m.-2.15p.m.

• The children do not break for morning other than our own 

garden outdoor area.



Snack time

• As part of the Healthy 

Fruit and Vegetable 

scheme we can have a 

piece of fruit or vegetable 

at any time during the 

day and a drink of milk.  

• Water is available all day 

long.



Lunchtime

Children have their 

lunch in the main 

school hall. 

They are cared for 

during this time by 

the Midday Assistants, 

support staff and 

teachers on duty.



Theme/Topic work

• As per our school 

curriculum map, we will 

follow topics throughout 

the year. For example we 

may look at mini-beasts, 

space and people who help 

us.



Creative work

• As part of our topic and themes we get to do lots of art and 

creative work.

• Paint, glue, collage and play dough are available to the 

children all day long if they choose them.



Other Activities

• We have one scheduled 

P.E. session each week.

• We also have a scheduled 

music session each week.



Reading
• Children will be issued with a 

reading record, reading book 

and a tub of words to learn 

after they have settled in.

• Miss Schofield Miss Patel and 

Mrs Sharif will let you know 

when the time is right.

• Only put one keyring on the 

book bags. 

• Please sign the reading record 

every day. 



Home time
• School ends promptly at 

3.15p.m.

• Please wait outside the red 

fencing and my teacher 

will call me. I will not be 

allowed home with anyone 

under 16, or with anyone 

my teacher does not know.



How can you prepare your child for 

Reception?

• Fine motor activities-

https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-activities-for-

kids/

https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-activities-for-kids/






And finally….

• Reception is a fun and 

stimulating place to be at 

Aldersbrook Primary 

School.


